Students dissa

by JACQUELINE DOHERTY
Contributing Writer

Last week’s series of three forums held by the Task
Force on the Undergraduate Experience encouraged a
variety of students to speak on issues such as curricu-
lar and faculty diversification efforts.

The Task Force held a general open forum last
Wednesday, followed by Cultural Climate at. Tufts
Forums I and 11 on Thursday and Friday. The forums
were intended to allow members of the Tufts commu-
nity to voice their opinions on areas of student life in
need of improvement. o

Though many students seemed pleased that the
Task Force was listening to their opinions, some stu-
dents at the two cultural climate forums expressed
dissatisfaction with how Tufts handles issues that they
have raised in the past. Most of these complaints cen-
tered on Tufts’ failure to act swiftly to create more
classes in race and ethnic studies.

Students questioned the ability of the Task Force to
address curricular diversification issues and said that
representatives of the various culture groups had been
sacrificing their academic success in order to devote
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Students talk about the curriculum, housing,
and community at forums last week.

said they were discouraged by the administration’s
failure to add an American Race and Cultures require-
ment although five years have passed since it was
suggested in the 1997 Task Force on Race report.

At Friday’s discussion, Dean of Colleges Charles

ignificant time to lobbying for diversification. Some _see FORUMS, page 11
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Students say lobbying for changes not their respons1b1hty

FORUMS

continued from page 1

Inouye remarked that students
do not often
University admmimtots when
they see a need: for ‘i
ment. “What' strilcedam? ls M

know the system. You can play S
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curricular diversification. One stu-
dent said tolerance “comes with the
curriculum,” and that- she should
not have to lobby for changes.
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American Students (ALAS) for
four years, said that she remem-
- bers seniors discussing the cur-
ricutum transformatlon dunng
her freshman year.
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students with a comfortable haven
while sj
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Tufts population.

- “Once you step outside your -

house, you leave the safety you
find inside,” one women said.
Though students gxpressed

" mild-displeasre  over the-lack

of action by Tufts on issues they

are concerned “about, many
. thought that ‘the - forums . were-.
- productive.’
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_ held lgst week allowed students a
“chance ™ for thetr voices to' be

. - heard, more frequent forums and
Ueﬁershxdentgutcnpﬁonwould»\
< yicld:betterresults.-

+ <2 While students in attendance felt

ir voices: wese heard, many
oweke  unsure that the

‘.forumswould’wmdmge One

student - wendered how - much -
wmldb;qwompbshed“beewse

students failed to voice any possi-
ble plan of achion.”

A partigipant in Friday’s
forum voiced .a similar senti-
ment. The “mdents should be
more organimﬂ so that they are.
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because-they -allow stu-
dents’ needs to be heard by the
Deatt of Sudentts and'the Dean of
Colleges, and because President’
Bacow specifically set up the task:
force for that reason,” onepuﬂc-
ipant said. :

The forums also addressed‘-
issues-such as housing, under-
graduate curriculum require-
ments, and the need for commu-

‘nity, security; unity, anda sense

of - belonging on campus.i
Discussion touched on the need:

-for a coherent outlookonwht;

the University seeks to wm-a
‘plish and the reality of Wht it‘
oﬂ'ers students :



